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Government’ s assessment

11-1 Practically all housing in urban areas is adequate
and the number of homeless persons has decreased.
®1

11-2 94% of the urban population lives within the range
of convenient access to public transport. ® —

11-3.1 Land consumption related to population growth
has been high, but density has increased over the
past ten years. ® 1

11-3.2 The Land Use and Building Act ensures everyone’ s
right to participate in land use planning. @ 1

11-4.1 There is well-functioning legislation on cultural and
natural heritage. © -

11-5 Disasters seldom happen in Finland and are usually
without injuries or substantial economic losses. @ —

11-6 The adverse per capita environmental impact of
cities is at a low level. @ —

11-7.1,11-7.2 The share of open space for public use for
all is relatively high. Open spaces are safe for all. @ -

11-a National and regional development planning is well
established. © —

11-b Risk reduction strategies are implemented by cities
and municipalities. @ —

11-c Financial support to the least developed countries
for the construction and retrofitting of buildings is

low. e =

FINLAND AIMS to ensure sustainable urban development
through legislative, policy and practical measures especially
in the fields of housing, land use, construction and transport.
Finland’ s national strategy aims to reduce the building
stock’ s emissions by 90 per cent by 2050

Challenges for Finland include achieving a
comprehensive broadly supported approach to sustainable
cities and human settlements. Finland is striving towards a
polycentric regional policy and structure, which utilises the
strengths and resources of different parts of the country.
At the core of this policy are 1) increasing density in growing
urban areas and, 2) developing peri—urban and rural areas
according to their needs.

Finland has succeeded in strengthening an approach to
policy and planning in which key sectors, such as land use,
housing and transportation are planned in a holistic manner
in order to ensure sufficient density, energy efficiency,
affordability, accessibility and sustainability of the built
environment. National, and especially regional, development
planning is well established in Finland, covering both urban
and rural areas.

For over a decade, Finland has implemented a national
strategy to reduce homelessness, and the number of
homeless persons has continuously decreased over the last
five years. Practically all housing in urban areas in Finland
is adequate but, due to price levels, affordability has not
always been sufficient in the largest city regions.
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Finland is a member of the United Nations Habitat
Assembly and active participant at the World Urban Forum.
Finnish Government leads Sustainable Buildings and
Construction (SBC) programme under UN Environment 10
Year Framework of Programmes on sustainable consumption
and production.

Main policy initiatives in 2016-2020

@Following Habitat III, as part of our 2030 Agenda
Implementation Plan, Finland has put in place a National
Action Plan for Sustainable Urban Development.

@The goals of the National Cultural Environment Strategy
(2014-2020) have been achieved.

@Finland supports integrated planning through “Agreements
of Intent” between the Government and major cities.

In these metropolitan areas agree to increase the density
of cities and construct more public housing. In turn, the
state allocates investments to public transport
infrastructure.

@Finland has launched a roadmap in 2017 for establishing
low carbon building legislation by 2025, based on limit
values for life cycle carbon footprints of different building
types in new building.

@ The Wood Building Program promotes the use of wood
in urban development as an effective way to reduce
the carbon footprint of the construction industry.

Civil society’ s assessment
TREND: NEUTRAL
FINLAND' S CHALLENGE IS that its population is
predicted to concentrate around three urban centres —
Helsinki, Tampere and Turku. Remote areas are threatened
by weakening public services and transport connections.
In a large part of the country, the value of real estate is in
decline and construction debt is on the rise, while other
areas suffer from a housing shortage. The current situation
is unsustainable.

The population is ageing, and the target is to enable
92 per cent of over 75—year—olds to continue living at home.
Up to a million homes need to be refurbished to meet the
needs of ageing occupants, and accessibility must be
increased both in new construction and renovations.
Standards of construction have been updated and the state
grants assistance for reconstruction and housing for special
needs groups, but it remains to be seen if these measures
are sufficient.

Systemic fragility has increased in Finland. Climate
change increases the need to prepare for direct risks, such
as flooding and storms. Global catastrophes cause indirect
risks, such as changes in food and energy security. Until
now these risks have not been anticipated and prevented
by sufficiently concrete measures to guarantee society’ s
equilibrium and security of supply in exceptional
circumstances. Internationally Finland needs to prevent
the eruption of crises by supporting the resilience of local
societies and by promoting sustainable construction in
developing countries, including through development
cooperation.
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Finland has succeeded in paying more attention
to the circular economy and carbon neutrality in
construction, urban planning and waste processing. The
increase in municipal waste recycling has come to a halt,
though, and requires additional measures. The attainment
of circular economy targets in the built environment is
hampered by the slowness of change in the sector. Finland
is aiming to close nutrient cycles, i.e. to recycle organic
waste as fertiliser. Practical measures have been taken in
the cooperation networks of agricultural and other
operators and in residential areas, but the
implementation is still in its infancy.

Investments have been made in the increase of rail
transport and bicycle and pedestrian traffic, and the number
of journeys made by rail transport increased by 13 per cent
in 2015-2018. The Helsinki metro expanded west wards,
slightly reducing vehicle traffic into the city. Other rail
projects are currently underway, including the Tampere
tramway. To support bicycle and pedestrian traffic, many
cities have introduced bikeshare schemes. The investment
in other public transport and energy—efficient solutions,
such as biogas buses, has been insufficient. The development
in accessibility is positive: fleets, platforms and ticket pricing
have been updated with attention to special groups.

Municipal participation opportunities for local residents
have improved. Attention has been paid to equality of
participation, but there is still room for improvement. Urban
district and village activities have gained in popularity in the
2000s, which has promoted a sense of belonging, alongside
urban activism.

Finland must

@utilise the digital transformation to increase work
opportunities which are not tied to a location in various
regions of the country

@carry out the traffic fuel reform in a sustainable and
diverse way by promoting the use of electricity and
biogas in public transportation and passenger traffic

@ensure availability of participation and services,
accessibility and age—friendliness of the built
environment to secure equality

@set the closing of nutrient cycles as a target in industries,
housing, agriculture and waste management

@promote resource wisdom and sustainability of
communities in crisis situations by expanding the models
of sharing economy

@ensure that urban planning secures balanced infill
development, land use revisions and accessibility of
green areas

@anticipate risks by investing in climate change mitigation,
tying up carbon dioxide emissions, taking responsibility
for outsourced emissions, transferring assets to carbon-—
free investments and supporting fragile communities and
communities affected by the climate change.

Organisations participating in this assessment:
Dodo, the Finnish Association of People with Physical
Disabilities, Finnish Development NGOs Fingo, the Finnish
Village Movement
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Government’ s assessment

12-1 Finland has a national strategy on sustainable
consumption and production and is co—leading the
global One Planet Programme on Sustainable
Buildings and Construction. @ -

12-2 Resource—efficiency has increased, but the
consumption of raw materials is high and material
footprint per capita is around 29 tons. ® -

12-3 Finland is preparing a methodology on calculating
food waste and a roadmap with goals and measures for
reducing food losses. @ —

12-4 Finland is (an active participant in a multilateral
strategic approach to international chemical
management. Finland has a national chemical
action plan. © -

12-5 Per—capita amount of municipal waste generated
in Finland has stayed below the EU average, but grew
in 2018. ® |

12-6 An Accounting Act requires public—interest entities,
i.e. listed companies, banks and insurance companies
to report on their corporate social responsibility
(CSR. ©® 1

12-7 Finland is scoring well in European Benchmarking
Studies comparing strategic use of Public Procurement
for Innovation. @ 1

12-8 Sustainable development is integrated into all levels of
education. @ -

12-a Finland supports countries in actions on greening
economy. ® -

12-b Sustainable Travel Finland —programme for tourism
companies and destinations help the tourism industry in
Finland to adopt sustainable practices. © —

12—c Finland has globally championed to phase—out
inefficient fossil fuel subsidies, but there is no plan
to phase—out fossil fuel subsidies. © -

ECOLOGICAL FOOTPRINT OF FINLAND is more
than three times larger than the global average and our
consumption has negative effects abroad. However, Finland
has been one of the pioneers in the field of sustainable
consumption and production and has adopted SCP
strategies and action plans since 2005.
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Challenges for Finland are a high raw material
footprint and difficulties in reaching targets set for
recycling of waste. In Finland, the consumption of raw
materials is notably high bothin relation to gross domestic
product and per capita. Finland is an energy— and material-
intensive country due to its climate, geography and large—
scale intensive exporting metal and forest industries.

Finland has succeeded in both reducing emissions
and catalyzing innovations especially by combining economic
incentives and legislation as well as promoting circular
economy. Public procurement system is being actively
developed to promote strategic goals in environmental
policy and innovation. Finnish companies have been active
in developing tools to improve their responsibility and
sustainability. The State and the business sector have also
negotiated voluntary agreements (Green deals) to take joint
action by seeking solutions to mitigate climate change and
promote a circular economy.

Finland has taken global responsibility by co-leading
the One Planet Network Programme on Sustainable Buildings
and Construction Programme (SBC). Finland has also been
active in the Partnership for Action on Green Economy
(PAGE) UN-led network to assist countries in actions on
green economy.

Main policy initiatives in 2016—-2020

@Finland wants to be carbon neutral by 2035 and carbon
negative soon after that. The goal is to reduce the
carbon footprint of consumption by an average of 50%
by the year 2030 according to the Medium—term Climate
Plan for 2030.

@Establishment of a network—based centre of excellence on
public procurement (KEINO). The purpose of the hub is
to increase ambition and expertise as well as to improve
sustainability and innovation in public procurement.

@ The material-efficiency programme focuses on creating
industrial symbiosis to build partnerships and new business
opportunities. The Government has made a materials
efficiency agreement with the Finnish food industry, and
trade and packaging sectors to reduce the environmental
impacts of food production, distribution and consumption
in 2019-2021

@National plastic roadmap presents a set of key actions to find
solutions to reduce, refuse, recycle and replace plastics.

Civil society’ s assessment
TREND: NEGATIVE
FINLAND’ S CHALLENGE IS that our consumption of
natural resources per capita is among the highest globally.
Finland’ s economy is closely tied in with the consumption
of raw materials and energy. The economy produced 0.21
kg of carbon dioxide per EUR 1 of GDP, more than double
that or of Sweden Switzerland.

The average material footprint among Finns is over
40 000 kg per person a year, and the trend is rising.
A sustainable, globally just level would be around one fifth
of current footprint. The amount of municipal waste
generated by Finns also increased in 2018 by about 8 per
cent on the year before. Finns generated on average 550
kg of waste per person.

Finland has promised to halve its food waste by 2030.
This is a welcome policy, since Finns waste 400 million
kilograms of edible food a year.
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The enormous consumption of natural resources and
the amount of waste generated are at odds with the
ambitious circular economy targets. Finland lacks a
comprehensive plan on how to achieve sustainable level of
material use. Finland does not, for example, monitor the key
figures indicating the material efficiency of its economy
other than the aggregating DMC indicator, and only
fragmented data is available on the global environmental
impact of Finnish consumption.

Finland has not phased out subsidies for fossil fuels
or to environmentally harmful business operations.

Finland’ s total public procurement amounts to around
EUR 35 billion a year, and an increasing share of municipal
budgets is spent on procurement. However, very few
municipalities manage procurement in a way that would
promote the municipality’ s sustainable development goals.

Finland has succeeded in its target of drafting
a roadmap for a circular economy in 2016 and a
complementary circular economy action plan. The roadmap
sets the target of Finland being a leading nation in circular
economy by 2025.

From a sustainable production and consumption
perspective it is also promising that Finland is currently
preparing corporate responsibility legislation that would
include human rights due diligence obligations.

Finland must

@prepare a concrete plan of action on how we are to
transition to a carbon—neutral circular economy

@ monitor and reduce emissions resulting from Finnish
consumption and other cross—border environmental

impacts from consumption

@carry out public procurement processes applying the
guiding principle of impact on society, sustainable
development and human rights compliance, including
accessibility of products and services to people with
disabilities.

@encourage people to eat climate—friendly and ecological
food and pay attention to the entire production chain in
the assessment of the environmental impacts of food

@find concrete measures in the food waste roadmap,
prepared under the direction of the Ministry of Agriculture
and Forestry, to get all operators in the food system to
reduce waste

@phase out all subsidies to fossil fuels and environmentally
harmful operations.

Organisations participating in this assessment:

Attac, Changemaker, Pro Ethical Trade Finland,

Felm, Finnish Development NGOs Fingo,

The Finnish Association of People with Physical Disabilities,
The Consumers’ Union of Finland, The Central Union

of Agricultural Producers and Forest Owners, The Martha
Organization, Fairtrade Finland, International Solidarity
Foundation, Finnish Confederation of Professionals STTK, The
Central Organisation of Finnish Trade Unions SAK
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