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Government’ s assessment

15-1 Sustainable use has been integrated into legislation
and various plans but additional investments are
required to achieve its objectives. @ 1

15-2 There are guidelines for sustainable forest
management. Opportunities to reduce deforestation
have been explored. ® 1

15-5 Action is being taken to halt biodiversity loss, but
it is necessary to step up the efforts. Additional
investments are required. ® X\

15-6 The Finnish National Genetic Resources Programme
for Agriculture, Forestry and Fishery was updated in
2018. © 1

15-7 National, EU and international law is implemented,
e.g. in keeping with the CITES, population management
plans for different species. @ —

15-8 Legislation on invasive alien species are implemented
including the list of invasive alien species and separate
management plans. © 1

15-9 The economic values of different species have been
introduced into planning processes, but the work is still
ongoing. ® 1

FINLAND" S CHALLENGE is to halt the loss of
biodiversity. Based on the Red List Index, the species that
are becoming threatened at the fastest rate include those
found in alpine, mire and aquatic habitats. The change has
been lowest in traditional rural biotopes and other cultural
habitats and in forests. At the same time, however, most
threatened species live in forests and traditional rural
biotopes. Halting the loss requires increasing awareness
and know—how of the means to protect biodiversity among
forest owners and professionals and targeting the relevant
measures cost—effectively as well as additional resources.
Finland has succeeded in mainstreaming
biodiversity protection as part of the sustainable use and
management of forests at the level of legislation, strategies
and recommendations. Finland’ s strengths include a good
knowledge base on forests and nature and distribution of
this information as well as cooperation between
administrative branches, researchers and practitioners.
The measures included in the Rural Development
Programme for Mainland Finland 2014-2020 have
promoted the management of endangered traditional
rural biotopes, maintained wetlands established in
agricultural areas, established various grasslands to
support biodiversity, and protected the genetic resources
of farmed animals and crop varieties.

Global responsibility

Finland finances through ODA several international
organization’ s such as FAO, GEF, UNEP and IUCN and
projects in the field of protection of biodiversity and
sustainable natural resources and forest management
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actively participates in international conventions such
as CBD, CCD and UNFF. The use of imported fossil
resources contribute to the climate change and the
global destruction of habitats

Key national policy initiatives in 2015-2020

@ The National Forest Strategy and METSO programme have
contributed to safeguarding biodiversity measures into
practice and developing awareness and know—how.

@ The Rural Development Programme for Mainland Finland
2014-2020 and greening measures under the EU common
agricultural policy have contributed to safeguarding
agricultural biodiversity.

@Finland has been active in the implementation The Finnish
National Biodiversity Strategy and National Action Plan
(NBSAP) including protection, sustainable use and the fair
and equitable sharing of benefits of genetic resources.

Civil society’ s assessment

TREND: NEGATIVE

FINLAND’ S CHALLENGE IS the persistent loss of
biodiversity. The 2020 target to halt the loss of biodiversity
will not be attained in Finland, as is also the case elsewhere.

It has been estimated that around 48 per cent of
Finland’ s 400 habitat types are threatened. The most
threatened habitat types are traditional semi—natural
grasslands (100%) and forest biotopes (76%). Factors
threatening them include forestry, drainage, clearing of
land for arable land, construction, eutrophication of
watercourses and climate change.

The area of protected forest land and poorly productive
forest is 13 per cent in the whole of Finland, but only 5 per
cent in Southern Finland. The Forest Act was updated in
2014, which according to the Natural Resources Institute
Finland, led to a reduction in surface area of the habitats
of special importance as defined in the Act by 27 000
hectares. This has a direct negative impact on biodiversity,
but the actual impacts of the changes on the forest nature
require more detailed study. Average annual felling volume
increased in 2016-2019, and 2018 was a record year.

A Government report found that water pollution due to
forestry was significantly higher than previously expected.

In the Land Use and Building Act, the option to impose
a requirement for a landscape work permit for forestry lands
within new local master plans was removed. The option had
been used, for example, to secure valuable biotopes or
valuable landscapes, which is why environmental
organisations consider this change in the Act a loss. An
amendment was made to the Mining Act in 2019 that allows
environmental impact assessments to be carried out later
than before in some cases. Under the 2019 Government
Programme one of the premises in the Mining Act reform is
to improve the level of environmental protection.

The distribution of invasive alien species has increased.
The prevention of invasive alien species has largely been
managed by the initiatives of environmental organizations
and volunteers.

Finland has succeeded in making biodiversity
a topic of public debate. Funding cuts, however, impaired
nature conservation work. The 2019 Government Programme
pledges a change for the better. Biodiversity has also been
promoted through EU Life funding.
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The Lwuontolahjani satavuotiaalle campaign marking
the centenary of Finland’ s independence amassed more
than 8 000 hectares of new conservation areas from private
landowners, municipalities and the state. A new national

park was established in Hossa to protect old—growth forests.

A complementary programme for protection of mires was
implemented in state—owned lands.

The implementation of the Forest Biodiversity
Programme for Southern Finland (2014-2025) continued.
The programme is based on voluntary forest conservation
and nature management by landowners. Consideration of
biodiversity of managed forests has also been promoted
through the Monimetsa project, through forest certification
and by updating forest management guidelines.

The Endangered Species Protection Programme was
completed in 2017. Yet, shortage of funding has restricted
its implementation, and species’ endangerment has
continued. There was an experiment of licensed wolf
hunting, but this was terminated in 2016 after the stock
declined. The protection of the Saimaa ringed seal stands
as a positive example.

Finland must

@fund and promote research to support legislation and
sustainable land use

@ maintain and increase funding for nature conservation

@ensure that authorities have sufficient resources and
promote the cooperation of licensing, monitoring and
advisory services

@promote active nature management and restoration

@take biodiversity and environmental protection into
account, in compliance with the Government Programme,
in legislative reforms

@work towards having EU funds take into account EU
protection targets and the European Green Deal and
support the sustainable use of natural resources and
nature conservation

@ maintain the purity of arable land and forest land at its
current good level.

Organisations participating in this assessment: The Central
Union of Agricultural Producers and Forest Owners MTK,
the Finnish Association for Nature Conservation, Finnish
Development NGOs Fingo, WWF Finland
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Government’ s assessment

16—-1 The long—term downward trend in homicide rates
bottomed out in 2018. ©® |

16—2 There has also been an increase in the number of
sexual assaults against children reported to the
police. @ |

16—3 According to international studies, the Finnish judicial
system is the most independent in the world. @ -

16—4 Over the 2010s, new foreign organised crime groups
have emerged in Finland and the number of gang
chapters has almost doubled. @ |

16-5 Finland is internationally considered a country of low
corruption and bribery offences are rare. © —

16-6 The Legatum Prosperity Index ranks Finland’ s
governance as the most effective in the world. @ —

16-7 People’ s political and social rights are effectively
realised in Finland. @ —

A STABLE AND EFFECTIVE SOCIETY creates a good
foundation for implementing the Sustainable Development
Goals in Finland. Finland is one of the safest countries in

the world. We also excel at international rankings measuring
the level of corruption, freedom of the press, or trust in
authorities and the legal system.

Finland’ s challenge is the fact that although most
people are faring well and feel safe and able to participate
in society, insecurity and deprivation accumulate for certain
population groups. By way of example, violent crime and
its gross forms, in particular, concentrate in a relatively
small group of socially excluded substance abusers, who
also run a manifold risk of becoming victims of violence
when compared with the mainstream of the population.
Violence perpetration and victimisation are most prevalent
among younger age groups. The numbers of assault offences
recorded by the police have remained stable in recent
years. Physical violence, including at least a slap, had been
experienced by six per cent of people aged 15 to 74.

An almost uninterrupted 20-year period of declining
homicide rates came to an end as the number of
homicides increased by 28% on the previous year.

The sectors at risk of corruption in Finland include
public procurement, construction and urban planning,
as well as political decision—making and financing. The
forms of structural corruption are not reflected in
international statistics, such as the Transparency
International Corruption Perceptions Index, which ranks
Finland high (third place in 2019).

Finland has succeeded in improving services for
crime victims by means such as establishing Seri Support
Centres for sexual assault victims and shelter places for
domestic violence victims. Furthermore, various
multidisciplinary operating models (such as MARAC and
Anchor) have been developed and disseminated to help
domestic violence victims and break juvenile offenders’
downward spiral of crime.
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In recent years, Finland has successfully advanced
anti—corruption measures, such as increasing awareness
at the national level, and leading an anti—corruption campaign.

Finland has succeeded in halting the decline in voter
turnout. Voter turnout in the 2019 parliamentary election
rose to 72%, which was the highest level since the
parliamentary election of 1991. Citizens’ initiatives and
other forms of participatory democracy have improved
democracy and increased participation in society.

As for global responsibility, one of the four
priorities of Finland’ s development policy comprises
peace-building and reinforcing effective and democratic
societies. The work to develop effective societies is based
on a broad democracy concept, where promoting human
rights, rule of law, good governance and freedom of
speech, eradicating corruption and empowering citizens’
participation are considered key to reinforce democracy.

Furthermore, Finland has supported the development
legal systems in weak states by means such as training
police officers and judges in civilian crisis management
operations. The number of participants Finland sends to
civilian crisis management operations is the highest of
all EU countries relative to its population size.

Key national policy initiatives in 2015-2020

@ The Finnish Government published a Report on Internal
Security in 2016 and an Internal Security Strategy in
October 2017.

@A new Action Plan for the Prevention of Violence against
Children, entitled Non—Violent Childhoods, was published

in November 2019.

@Based on the Government Programme, Finland is carrying
out a comprehensive reform of legislation governing
sexual offences, where one of the tasks is to review the
provisions on and scales of penalties for sexual offences,
thus reinforcing children’ s criminal-law protection
against sexual abuse and other sexual offences.

@Finland’ s non—discrimination legislation was reformed in
2015. The realisation of fundamental and human rights

was promoted through the National Action Plan on
Fundamentaland Human Rights 2017-2019.

Civil society’ s assessment

TREND: NEGATIVE

FINLAND’ S CHALLENGE IS that social polarisation
has increased, and there is an increase in hate speech
particularly targeting asylum seekers and Muslims. There
is also an increase in online bullying, hate speech and
sexual grooming by strangers targeting children. Among
9th graders, 10 per cent have experienced violent threats.

To implement the Istanbul Convention, Finland has
been urged to promptly implement clear procedures and
guidelines for the protection of women and girls.

Privacy protection for citizens was narrowed down
through new civilian intelligence legislation which took
effect in 2019, as it is possible that screening could leave
large amounts of the communications of individual
citizens in the possession of the authorities.

Finnish companies exported weapons to countries
which participate in wars or which violate human rights
according to international reports.
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The UN Human Rights Committee and Human Rights
Council have repeatedly paid attention to the position of
total objectors who refuse all military service in Finland,
and the Human Rights Council has urged Finland to ensure
that the alternative civilian service option is strictly
managed by civilians.

Finland has actively promoted the
implementation of the UN Security Council resolution
1325 — Women, peace and security — in international arenas,
and is among the first countries to start preparing a
national implementation plan regarding resolution 2250 -
Youth, peace and security. Young people and youth CSOs
have taken ownership of the process.

In its foreign policy, Finland has emphasised conflict
prevention, mediation, dialogue processes and addressing
the root causes of conflicts. These targets have been
partially implemented. In the Defence Report, Finland sets
the development of national defence capability as the
objective of its participation in crisis management
operations. The proposed increase of the appropriation
for peace mediation work in 2019 was a long overdue step
in the right direction. Finland consistently highlighted the
rule of law in dialogue during its EU Presidency in the
second half of 2019.

In fragile states Finnish actors have supported the
rights and participation of women, children, young people
and people with disabilities, as well as gender equality.

The Parliament approved the amendment of the Non—
Military Service Act on 1 March 2019. In future, all reservist
objectors who had been approved for supplementary service
are automatically exempted from military service.

Finland must

@prepare a peace policy programme to lessen hate speech
and to transform a culture of violence into a culture
of peace

@prepare an implementation plan for the Lanzarote
Convention that will cover the convention’ s entire
content

@better protect undocumented children and ensure that
they receive the educational and health care services
they are entitled to

@end the export of weapons and military equipment to
countries at war

@cut military expenses to mitigate for and adapt to the
change and direct the funds nationally and
internationally to the most impoverished individuals
and to the poorest countries

@ support the creation of new peace mediation models by
bringing together multilateral, private sector and CSO
actors and by promoting multi—actor projects and
programmes

@stop penalising total objectors and ensure that the civilian
service is not longer than the shortest military service

@tighten arms legislation and monitor compliance more
effectively than is currently the case.

Organisations participating in this assessment:

Peace Union of Finland, Women’ s International League
for Peace and Freedom WILPF,

Committee of 100 in Finland,

Felm, The Union of Conscientious Objectors AKL,
Save the Children Finland, UN Association of Finland,
Finnish Development NGOs Fingo
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