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@ Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global

partnership for sustainable development

Government’ s assessment

17-1 Finland is going to achieve the goal of doubling
official development assistance (ODA) to support
domestic resource mobilisation in low—income
countries in 2021. @ 1

17-2-5 Finland falls short of the 0.7% GNI target in
development funding, but the new Government has
decided to increase the disbursements and to

formulate a roadmap to reach the 0.7 % GNI

target. © 1

17-6—-8 Finland has strengthened its support to UN
innovation and technology activities. @ —

17-9 Providing capacity building for the implementation
of the SDGs in developing countries has been
incorporated in projects and programmes in a
cross—cutting manner. © -

17-10-12 Developing countries are effectively taken
into consideration in Finland’ s trade policy. ©® —

17-13-17 Political commitment, a whole—of—government
approach and multi-stakeholder engagement are in
place to foster policy coherence on sustainable
development. @ -

17-18-19 Statistical capacity—building and support to
develop measurements and disaggregated data is
incorporated in development cooperation projects as
appropriate. @ —

FINLAND IS a proactive member of the global community
and defends the multilateral cooperation actively. The 2030
Agenda and the Paris Agreement lay the foundation for
Finland’ s international cooperation.

Finland’ s challenges: Finland’ s development funding

was reduced significantly between 2016 and 2019. In 2018,
Finland used 833 MEUR (0.36% of its GNI, target: 0.7%) on
development cooperation. Aid to the least developed
countries (LDCs) was 0.11% of the GNI (target: 0.15-0.2 %).
The Government aims to direct 0.7 % of GNI to development
cooperation and 0.2 % of GNI to the LDCs. A road map is

to be drawn up for this purpose.

Finland has succeeded in: To enhance policy
coherence, Finland has a long tradition of inter—ministerial
coordination and engagement of civil society, the private
sector, academia and other stakeholders in sustainable
development work. A multi—stakeholder National Commission
for Sustainable Development has operated since 1993 under
the Prime Minister’ s leadership. Also, an Expert Panel of
Professors and a Youth Agenda 2030 Group have been
established to challenge and support the Commission.
Finland also has a long—term commitment to support multi—
stakeholder partnerships in science, technology and
innovations for development. Finland is currently
spearheading innovation and digital development particularly
through the innovation activities of the UN.
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Our human rights—based development policy aims at
eliminating poverty, reducing inequalities and implementing
SDGs in LDCs. In order to leave no one behind, Finland has
been focusing its global implementation of the 2030 Agenda
on four priority areas: 1) Women and Girls, 2) Sustainable
Economies and Decent jobs, 3) Education and Democratic
Societies, and 4) Climate Change and Natural Resources.
Finland’ s trade policy is fully in line with the objectives to
promote a universal, rules—based, open, transparent,
predictable, inclusive, non—discriminatory and equitable
multilateral trading system under the WTO, as well as
meaningful trade liberalisation. Finland has also joined the
Addis Tax Initiative in 2015 to strengthen developing
countries’ domestic resource mobilisation, and will achieve
the goal of doubling ODA to support domestic resource
mobilisation in low—income countries in 2021. In its
development financing, Finland has devised several
instruments to target the financing gap in SDG investment
needs.

Key national policy initiatives in 2015-2020

@Finland’ s new Government programme (2019): the 2030
Agenda and the Paris Agreement provide the foundation
for international cooperation in the coming years

@An independent evaluation of Finland’ s sustainable
development policy conducted in 2019, including
formulated concrete recommendations for the future.

@Establishment of the Agenda 2030 Youth Group to engage
youth in sustainable development work and to challenge
and to support current policies and practices.

@ Strengthened support for UN agencies: The United Nations
Technology Innovation Lab (UNTIL) was established in
Finland in 2018 and the Global Innovation Program of
UNOPS in 2019.

@A returnable capital investment programme to address the
SDG investment needs in developing countries. In 2016-
2019, EUR 530 million was channeled into loans and capital
investment.

Civil society’ s assessment

TREND: NEUTRAL

FINLAND’ S CHALLENGE IS that we committed to
channelling 0.7 per cent of GNI to development aid 50
years ago, but this target has only been achieved once.

In addition, those living in the margins remain too excluded
both in Finland and in developing countries. Meaningful
participation of people with disabilities in the labour market
and in societal decision—making is still an exception. Sexual
minorities and the unemployed also have not been actively
included to advance sustainable development.

Following the cuts in development financing, the
number of Finland’ s global partnerships has decreased,
civil society partnerships have been lost and national
volunteering in particular has suffered.

There has been a strong emphasis on private sector
cooperation. Private sector development actors, as any
other actor using public development funds, must provide
adequate qualitative and quantitative reporting and
compliance with common sustainable development
principles. The growing application of market terms in the
promotion of sustainable development risks leaving behind
the most vulnerable.
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Addis Tax Initiative in 2015
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The input of the private sector is needed to achieve
sustainable development, but no individual party will be able
to achieve the targets on their own. More can be achieved
with less input by directing the sustainable development
funding more strategically and by utilising existing
evaluation and research data.

Finland has succeeded in making a systematic
long—term commitment to its development partner countries.
Finland has also made a strong commitment to rules—based
operations and has invested internationally particularly in
the development of tax systems.

In Finland, organisations are working in particular to
raise awareness of sustainable development and globally to
increase the administrative competence of partner
organisations. Reinforcing the planning and reporting
capacity of partners has also increased the capabilities
to recognise the linking of our own work to the Sustainable
Development Goals.

Besides professional development organizations, CSOs
based on voluntarism have the opportunity to receive
support for development cooperation, but the number of
organisations to be supported has fallen drastically.

The Finnish National Commission on Sustainable
Development promoted the implementation of the 2030
Agenda and the linking of it to the national sustainable
development work in the 2016-2019 programme period.
The Commission includes representatives from ministries,
political parties, trade and industries, municipalities and
a broad selection of representatives from civil society.
There is also a panel of scientific experts as well as youth
delegates, who challenged and assessed the work of the
National Commission on Sustainable Development and the
progress of the Society’ s Commitment document. In future,
the voice of young people who are unemployed or have
disabilities must be heard.

Finland must

@keep its promise of increased funding for development
cooperation and sustainable development

@ensure transparency and accountability in the
implementation, monitoring and reporting of value—based
partnership in private sector collaboration

@demand for sustainable development value system and
human rights—based approach as prerequisites for all
projects and funding

@further emphasize diversity and broad participation in the

implementation and monitoring the progress of Sustainable

Development Goals

@in Government budget proposals, specify which documents
the allocation of appropriations are based on, and in the
spirit of transparency, make these documents public.

Organisations participating in this assessment:
Finnish Development NGOs Fingo,

the Finnish Central Organisation of Trade Unions SAK,

UN Association of Finland, Felm

SNELLMANINKATU 1, HELSINKI

PO BOX 23, 00023 GOVERNMENT, FINLAND
Tel. +358 295 16001

info@vnk.fi

vnk fi/en
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